The largest event looming over all of the U.S. — 
"The Characteristics of a Good 


during this time was World War Il. Pearl Harbor American" essay here is 
was fresh in the minds of everyone, only written by then-high- 
N h dind a 1941 th schooler James Brown, which 

aving happened in December, the year a aean 
before. The local paper, The Lemonter, Americanism essa contest 
reflected how that affected the community. D e ered te 


Legion. 


"The nation's state of war will 
bring to light another attribute... 
The act of freely sacrificing for 
one's country has always been 
recognized as a desirable and 
worthy characteristic. It has been 
called loyalty..." 


Ads for enlistment, bond buying, and 
support for service members were 
common, spread throughout the 
news. 


For more 1940s hits, 
listen to our curated playlist: 
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Women's Hairstyles 


Hairstyles popular for women at the time included the peekaboo curl and the victory rolls 
styles. Actress Veronica Lake popularized the peekaboo curl, which hung in front of the face 
and was popular in noir films, but when women began working with heavy machinery, she 
changed her style to the classic "V" shaped victory rolls to encourage a style safer for the 
workplace. 


Dressing Up 


Women's fashion tended towards squared and 
padded shoulders, a narrow hip, and straight, mid- 
length skirts. It was very much a powerful silhouette 
that mimicked men's sharp suits. 


While rationing led to some materials not being as 
available, hats were a popular way to accessorize and 
experiment. Styles from all over the globe and past 
were used - from pillboxes to snoods to turbans. 


For more 1940s hits, 
listen to our curated playlist: 


Lemont 
m2 the 1940s 


“We the undersigned citizens of Lemont and friends of the Public Library in order to save the library and insure 
its continuance, petition you for support in the endeavor we are honestly making to keep our library functioning 
under the W.P.A. setup.” -November 19, 1942 


A petition began so that the library could better 
serve Lemont as a whole. Support for the war 
effort was important, but in trying times, 
information access mattered, too, and so 
supporters rallied. 


One of the books 
donated that year 
was an edition of 
1001 Arabian 
Nights to the 
Children's 
collection. 


For more 1940s hits, 
listen to our curated playlist: 


In order to conserve energy, time, and resources for Sweet Treats ar 1s - Honey 
the war effort, food rationing was a major way the i h diene 
average family could contribute. Sugar, butter, and 
coffee were some of the most common foods to be 
rationed, and when Lemont High school was hosting 
cooking classes in 1942, a lot of recipes to replace 
those ingredients popped up in the news. 


Audio and video advertising were still 
in their early stages, so finding out 
prices and local business ads were 
primarily found in the paper. 


While many appliances had been 
invented, automation in the house 
was not popularized until a bit later, 
so coffee grinders, like the one here, 
were hand-cranked. 


Featured here is Christmas 1946 in Lemont, the two boys 
George and Tracy Walker. The Walker family were friends 
of the Ludwigs.’ The Walker Family owned Illinois Pure 
Aluminum. The factory manufactured “Walker Ware.” 


For more 1940s hits, 
listen to our curated playlist: 


Pop Culture 


Wonder Woman in Wonder Woman 1984 
Sensation Comics, Warner Brothers, 
1942 


Ss 
— 
: à 


IDN 


i 
ih if 


Some favorite 


heroes appeared In 
this time, and we still 


VENT Keep talking about 
QUERAIS, QIRAR 


them. Wonder 
Woman, Aquaman, 
Captain America, and 
other familiar faces 
first appeared then. 


Some of the most classic, iconic children's films were created in this time. Some familiar ones migr 
be Disney's Fantasia and Bambi. 
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For more 1940s hits, 
listen to our curated playlist: 


Nurses 


One of the positions most often 
associated with women in World War 


Stenograph 


Stenographs were primarily used to 
create written records for legal 
proceedings, minutes for meetings, 
and, most importantly in this time: to 
transcribe correspondence and 


Il in the military are nurses -and for military matters. 
good reason. 

Women were the primary 
During the war, a huge influx of stenographers in most workplaces. 
women joining the military took on 
nursing positions, even in unofficial 
Capacities. 


Rosie the Riveter - Factory Jobs 


"Rosie the Riveter" is likely the most 
well-known figure of women in the 
war -asymbol of the many women 

who took on shipyard and munitions 

jobs that soldiers stepped away 
from. 


For more 1940s hits, 
listen to our curated playlist: 


Film from this time ts still 
amazing quality - Watch this 
film from Mr. John J. Ludwig's 

collection! 

Working on sidewalks in 
front of 314 Illinois Street, 
downtown Lemont, Illinois. 

Also, Jack Ludwig’s 1st 
birthday partu, at 314 Illinois 
Street, September 1941 (which 

was filmed in 1942). 


Phone ettiquette was still relatively 
new, and operator centers directed 
long-distance calls. Phone books 
and news ads educated the public 
on the best ways to use phones. 


Cameras 


Photography and film was more 
common by the time the 1940s 
came around - though the devices 
were rudimentary by our 
Standards, many of the functions 
they serve work relatively the 
Same now, barring digital 
Capabilities. 


For more 1940s hits, 
listen to our curated playlist: 


Big Band 


Popular music of the 1940s was an eclectic mix of all the popular music of the past two decades 
combined with exposure*to global music influences and high energy. Jazz and blues gained higher 
tempos, and Boogie and swing mausic meant for dancing moved to the top of the charts. 


Big Artists 


Some of the top artists of the time included the Andrews 
Sisters, Bing Crosby, Duke Ellington, Nat King Cole, and 
Glen Miller - all names that dominated the music scene 


and voices that still ring in our ears. 
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For more 1940s hits, 
listen to our curated playlist: 


